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Lesson 13: Whose seed? Fresh growth. A different way of seeing. 

And God said, Let the earth bring forth fresh growth, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree 

yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so.  (Genesis 1:11). 

 

The kingdom of God is like a seed that grows. When we ask Jesus to fill us with His Holy Spirit, we 

receive the Holy Spirit, and like a seed that grows, the influence of the Holy Spirit in our live grows 

and changes us to be like God, who is love. 

 

What is God’s love like? “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not 

proud. It does not dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record 

of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, 

always hopes, always perseveres” (1 Corinthians 13:4-7).  

 

As God’s children we have the very nature of God growing within us, yet we all fail to love as God 

loves us. Our journey in God’s kingdom is to grow up into Christ and love as He loves us.  

 

“His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of him 

who called us by his own glory and goodness. Through which he has given us his very great and 

precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature, having escaped 

the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. For this very reason, make every effort to add to 

your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, 

perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual 

affection, love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being 

ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But whoever does not have 

them is nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their past sins” (2 Peter 

1). 

The Holy Spirit is given to empower us to love. 

 

“make every effort to add to your faith”  

There are things we need to do - add to our faith. Sometimes we put on love by reminding ourselves 

we are all on the  “same playing field” as those who have hurt us. Reminding ourselves that we haven’t 

loved perfectly, yet we’ve received forgiveness when we’ve asked Jesus for it, can make it easier for 

us to forgive others. We pray, “Forgive us our offenses as we have forgiven those who offend us.”  

Adding to our faith isn’t always easy. We all have battles with evil. “For our war isn’t against flesh-and-

blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in 

this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12). 

Does God want us to look at someone who has hurt us as the enemy? Who is the real enemy? 

We may see someone fall fowl of evil, or do so ourselves. The best way to view this is in terms of 

seasonal battles, not permanent features of ourselves or others. Sometime we need to remind 

ourselves that God will complete the work He has started in others and ourselves. Our old natures 

have been crucified with Christ. 

What can we do about the real enemy?  

“Put on the full armour of God, so that you can make your stand against the devil’s schemes” 

(Ephesians 6:11). What is our armour? 



“Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of 

righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of 

peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming 

arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 

God. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, 

be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. Pray also for me, that whenever I speak, 

words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am 

an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should” (Ephesians 6). 

 

“We put no stumbling block in anyone’s path, so that our ministry will not be discredited. Rather, as 

servants of God ... in truthful speech and in the power of God; with weapons of righteousness in the 

right hand and in the left” (2 Corinthians 6:3). 

In what ways can we put a stumbling block in someone’s way? 

How can righteousness be a weapon? How can we use it in both of our hands? 

Some battle strategies to help us put on love. 

 

Request. Ask God for the battle strategy and empowering. 

Receive the empowering of the Holy Spirit. 

Rebuke the unseen enemy. 

Replace the lies the enemy whispers in our mind with the truth from scripture or the Holy Spirit. 

Recite helpful Scriptures. 

Remember we have all failed to love, but we have been forgiven (Have we asked for forgiveness?) 

Respond by acknowledging our sin of bitterness, hurt, hate or anger if we’ve responded by holding 

onto it. 

Repay evil with good. Break the cycle of offense for offense, sin for sin, an eye for an eye. 

Remain in communication with God. 

Resolve any underlying issues if we know what they are. 

Rule and reign in the authority Christ has given us. 

 

Activity:  

Use an angled shading brush to paint leaves. Add light green to the long end of the brush and 

white to the other. Wiggle the paintbrush back and forward gradually lifting it up. Turn the brush 

the opposite direction and repeat the process with the white touching the white already applied to 

create a mirror effect. 

 

                                      

 

 


